
 

 

THE ANCIENT PARISH OF EARBY 

 

LORDS OF THE MANOR OF THORNTON 

 

It is not generally known that the history of the formerly extensive parish dates back to the 

Domesday period, when a valuation survey of England was made in 1085 by command of 

William the Conqueror. 
 

The record in the famous Domesday Book is in the following terms :- 
 

In Craven 

Terra Rogeri Pictaviensis 

In Torentune h.b. Alcolm III car ad gld. 
In Eurebi h.b. Alcolm III car ad gld. 

In alia Eurebi II car. 7 vi b.v. 

 

Terra Eilhemi de Percy in Crave 

In Torrentune VI car ad gld. 

In Chelbroc II car 7 dim. 

 

A caracute (abr. “Car”) was at that time, as much land as one team could plough in the year. 

 

In Whittakers “History of Craven” it is noted that the parish of Thornton consists of 

Thornton, Earby, and Kelbrook, which are so many manors, though they have never been 

separated from earliest times, but have passed together and in succession through the families 

of Percy, Kyme, Munsey, Roos, Pilkington, Manners , Lister and Kay” 

In the 44th year of the reign of Henry III, another record was made for taxation purposes : 
 

“Of the lands of Roger de Poictou, one manor in Torrentune Alcolm had 3 carucates to be 
taxed. 

“One manor in Eurebi Alcolm had 3 carucates to be taxed” 
“One manor in Eurebi Alcolm had 2 carucates and 6 oxgangs to be taxed” 

“Of the lands of William de Perci in Craven, two manors. In Torentune 6 carucates to be 
taxed. In Chelbroc 21/2 carucates to be taxed” 

In these records, Peter de Percy and William Kyme stand alternately towards each other as 

lord and vassal. 

 

Another inquiry, called Kirkby’s Inquest, was made the 24th year of Edward I, (1296), when 

there were in Thornton, Eureby and Kelbroke 12 ploughlands whereof the church was 

endowed with half a ploughland. 

 

Edward I, is regarded as the first truly English king, and his policy was thoroughly English. 

He instituted many reforms, and acted on the principle that what touches all should be 

approved by all. But his reign was accompanied by wars in Wales and Scotland which 

occasioned heavy taxation. 

 

In the 28th year of Edward’s reign (about 1300) Philip de Kyme alienated the manor of 
Walter de Munsey for £600 sterling, and the following year Munsey obtained a “free warren” 

(for the breeding and preservation of game and fishing rights) together with a fair and market 
at Thornton, namely a market every Thursday, and a fair for five days, namely on the eve, 



 

 

day and morrow of St. Thomas the Martyr, and two days following. 

 

The manor of Thornton-in-Craven in the 9th year of Edward II was held by John de Roos. 

Through the several descents of this family it can be regularly traced until the 1st. year of 

Edward IV, when the King granted to John Pilkington Esq. a third part of the manor, the 

other two thirds being held in Dower by Margaret, wife of John, the late Lord Roos. 

 
By November 1st, 16 Ed. IV, John Pilkington, Knight, granted to the Abbey of Fowntance 

the advowson and patronage of the church at Thornton. 
In 1556 the manor was alienated to William Lister and it has descended to their heirs and 

successors. 
 

The Listers of Thornton 

A Famous Family  

 

In Whittaker’s “History of Craven” it is noted “that there was no considerable family before 

the Listers resided here.” 

 

The founder of the family was Christopher Lister, living at Thornton, in the 13th year of 

Henry VIII. (1521) and was buried at Gisburn. 

 

William Lister, his son, is supposed to have purchased the manor of Thornton from John 

Manners. 

 

Matthew Lister, a grandson of Chris. Lister, attained to the highest rank in the country as 

physician. He went to Oxford where he became a fellow of Oriel College. Travelling abroad, 

he became M.D. at Basil, and was incorporated at Oxford in 1605. He was introduced to the 
illustrious Ann, countess of Pembroke, and by her recommendation became physician in 

ordinary to Queen Ann of Denmark, and afterwards to King Charles I. He was awarded the 
honour of knighthood by the King, and later he attained to the highest medical honour in his 

appointment as president of the College of Physicians. He resided at Burwell. Co. Lincoln, 
and died in 1657 aged 92 years. 

 
Sir Matthew Lister, his only son, died in 1670. It is recorded that he married Mary, daughter 

of Richard, Lord Wenman, Co. Oxford, and he later married Susanne, daughter of Sir 

Alexander Temple (and widow of Sir Geoffrey Temple, Thornhurst. Co. Kent,) by whom she 

had a daughter, Frances, married to Richard Jennings, and mother of Sarah, afterwards the 

celebrated Duchess of Marlborough. 

 

Dr. Martin Lister, the celebrated zoologist and botanist, was born about1638. He was 

educated under the care of his great Uncle. He was appointed a fellow of the college by royal 

mandate, and having taken his last degree in arts he devoted himself to the study of Physic. 

After travelling in France, he settled at York, and practised with great success. 

 

He was induced to move to London, where, in 1709, he was appointed physician in ordinary 

to the queen. He published many works on medicine and natural History, but his reputation is 

built on the “ Synopsis Conchy Liorum.” 
 

Frances Lister, daughter of Sir William Lister, and cousin of Sir Martin Lister married John 
Lambert, of Calton, who became a famous general in the parliamentary forces under Oliver 



 

 

Cromwell. The marriage took place in Thornton Church and the entry, which was as follows, 

was witnessed by Oliver Cromwell : “Nupt. Johnes Lambert et Frances Lister, Sept 10, 

1639.” 

 

FATE OF MANOR HOUSE 

 

The manor house, which was behind the present manor house, was destroyed by the King’s 
forces from Skipton Castle, and some of the soldiers who were killed were buried in 

Thornton churchyard. 
 

Anne Lister, married Sir John Kaye, Bart, of Woodsome, M.P. for the County of York. He 
died in 1706. 

 
The estates of the Listers were bequeathed to the Kayes by Christopher Lister, of Thornton, 

who died unmarried. 

 

Sir John Lister Kaye, the 4th Baronet, was M.P. for the City of London in 1734 and Lord 

Mayor of London in 1737. He died in 1739. He married Ellen, daughter of John Wilkinson, 

of Greenhead, near Huddersfield, and also Dorothy, daughter of Richard Richardson, M.D., 

of Bierley Co. York. 

 

The baronetcy became extinct with the death of the Very Rev. Richard Kaye, Dean of 

Lincoln, the 6th Baronet. John Lister Kaye, a nephew, inherited the Lister estates by will, and 

was created a Baronet in 1812.      

  


