
edlhs
Craven Herald & Pioneer 24th December 1965 
 
Earby area flooded five times in one month 
 
For the fifth time in a month, Earby fire service was called out on Friday night to pump flood water 
from the Lane Ends area of Skipton Road, Earby, and to keep an all-night vigil on water levels of 
streams which pass through the central area. 
 
It was about 10pm when they were called out as, once again, the downpour became too much for 
Earby’s clearly overcrowded drainage system. Manhole covers were lifted in Colne Road and 
Skipton Road and soon “Diversion” signs were out again, through traffic having to pass along 
Victoria Road and up School Lane. 
 
It was turned 4am before the level had subsided sufficiently for the firemen to feel safe in 
abandoning their cold, time-consuming task, but they had once again earned the unfailing 
gratitude of residents in the affected area. 
 
A limited amount of water once again seeped into premises occupied by Johnson and Johnson 
(Gt. Britain) Ltd. But only a very little amount of damage was done. 
 
Roses and Raspberries 
 
But if the firemen earned plaudits from the residents, it is quite certain that the Urban Council did 
not, especially from one man who was surveying the turbulent waters at 3.30 am, and who fired a 
hefty salvo at our West Craven representative who had gone to see what the position was. 
 
He roundly condemned the Council for lack of action in attempting to solve the problem, and was 
little less critical of this newspaper for the moderate line it has taken. 
 
We have always tried to be fair on this matter. We have been in great pains to praise the efforts 
of the firemen, in particular, and police and Council workmen. We have insisted, and statistics 
prove this, that the flooding has occurred only under quite abnormal conditions. But at the same 
time this newspaper called for the survey which has been carried out and which is in the hands of 
the councillors at this time, after the serious flooding of July last year. 
 
Now we feel that the flooding is happening so often that there should be no dragging of feet over 
this issue. There is real concern on the part of the residents. Is it raining harder more often? If so, 
then unpalatable to the Council and costly to the community though it will be, then steps will have 
to be taken to modernise the drainage system to meet new demands. 
 
Tackle it! 
 
It could be of course that such factors as increased numbers of baths, flushed toilets and a 
greater emphasis on hygiene generally is meaning more domestic water in the drainage system 
generally, and that is aggravating the system. If so, it will have to be tackled. 
 
Could not the Council issue a preliminary statement on the findings of the survey? This would at 
least assure those people affected that the matter is proceeding, and perhaps help them to 
accept rather more philosophically the delays that will be inevitable in reaching a decision on 
what must be a long term plan and which could be the most costly and difficult project Earby has 
had to undertake this century. 
 
After that, from hints dropped by those who have had the advantage of seeing the report on the 
survey, is not putting the position too sensationally. 
 
Stephanie Carter 
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